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ICKLETON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 19 September 2018 at 19h.30 in the Gordon Woolhouse Meeting 

Room, Ickleton Village Hall. 

Present: Sian Wombwell,(Chairman), Simon Cheney, Lucy Davidson, Liz Gibson, Owen McGuire, Tim 

Pavelin, Terry Sadler, Peta Stevens (Clerk) and David Lilley.  

167/18 Apologies for absence. County Councillor Peter Topping and District Councillor Peter McDonald.  

168/18 Approval of the 15 August 2018 minutes. These were approved by all, and signed by the Chairman. 

169/18 Adjournment for questions from members of the public. None. 
The Chairman brought forward the following item: 

Vacancies on the Parish Council. It had been agreed at the last meeting, by Minute 150/18 (113/18), to co-opt 

Phillippa Hamilton and Paul Rose to the two vacant positions on the Parish Council. Mrs Hamilton and Mr Rose 

completed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interests forms and the Chairman 

welcomed them to the Parish Council. 

170/18 Matters Arising:  

094/15 Local Government Transparency Code. 2017-18 financial information had been published on the web 

and posted on the Village notice board. This same procedure would be followed for the audited accounts once 

these had been approved by the External Auditors.       Action Clerk 

181/15 Uttlesford Draft Local Plan, including proposed North Uttlesford Garden Community. There were no 

developments. Councillors commented on difficulties experienced in trying to access the UDC website to find 

submissions made during the consultation period.. 

193/15. SmithsonHill AgriTech Park. Information had just been received that SmithsonHill had submitted an 

appeal under Section 78 against SCDC's refusal of outline planning permission.   Action:Clerk 

239/15 Wellcome Genome Campus: regular liaison and expansion plans., TS and LD would attend the next 

liaison meeting, scheduled for Friday 5th October. There was nothing substantive, beyond normal traffic 

concerns, which Councillors wished them to raise. However, there was a general concern that Wellcome had 

not yet provided detailed responses to questions raised at its two public exhibitions: it would be useful if TS 

and LD could press this point. It would also be useful to press Wellcome on its earlier statement that free 

access to planned leisure facilities would be available to Hinxton and Ickleton residents.    Action: TS, LD  

37/16 Emergency Plan/ Risk Assessment Review. The Clerk had previously circulated the present (2013) 

version of this Plan. It was clear that a great deal of work would be needed to get this updated and to ensure 

compliancy with General Data Protection Regulations. The Clerk would make an initial attempt to update the 

information. She had informed SCDC that we were working on this.        Action: SC, Clerk 

127/16 Conversion of certain street lights to LED. This project had been very successful. As it appeared that 

all snags had been resolved, it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda      Action: Clerk 

35/16 Proposal for motorway services off Junction 10 of the M11.. It appeared increasingly likely that a 

planning application would be submitted.  

159/17 Parish Planning Forum held on 12 September 2017. Reply to question raised. Nothing further to report 

at present.             Action: Cllr.McD. 

32/18i Defibrillator training. This would take place in the Village Hall on Saturday 22 September. PR would 

check whether a representative of the Cricket Club had attended a course.         Action:LD.PR  

38/18 General Data Protection Regulations. OM had researched our obligations with regard to the new 

legislation which came into effect at the end of May 2018 and had sought advice from NALC, who offered  

two information packs at £30 each. Alternatively, we could subscribe to their support service for £150p.a. 

which entitled us to receive this same documentation as well as a support service which handled all access 

requests and advised on any breaches in regulations. The range of areas for which we were required to have 

protocols in place was extremely wide-ranging and it was very clear that we were way behind in addressing the 

measures necessary for us to become compliant. The Village website would require attention.. OM 

commented on the Duxford website, which had already been updated, and it was agreed that LD would contact 

the Duxford Parish Clerk. If possible, OM and LD would meet up with her        Action:LD,OM 

51/18 i State of the pedestrian entrance from Back Lane into the Recreation Field. It was agreed that the Clerk 
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would try to meet CF to see what could be done before winter to make the Recreation Field path safer after 

rainfall. A comment was made that Back Lane was likely to see a significant amount of builders' traffic in the 

Lane in the foreseeable future. TS reminded Councillors that Back Lane was classified as a Public Footpath 

and it was therefore incumbent on anyone damaging the fabric to make good. 

73/18 i. Repair/replacement of Village verge posts and 73/18ii Drainage on Church Street. The 

repair/replacement/repositioning of Village verge posts was complete. SC reported that SCDC had worked 

hard to resolve the Church Street drainage problem but a permanent solution seemed impossible since the 

drain was of insufficient size to cope with a deluge. It was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.  

73/18 iii. Poor state of a house on Brookhampton Street. In the absence of Cllr. McDonald this item was held 

over to the next meeting.            Action: Cllr McD. 

73/18 iv. Cricket Club. Proposal to lay an Astroturf pitch. It was agreed that a site visit should be held before 

this Cricket Club proposal was considered further. PR would follow up.       Action:PR 

89/18 Complaints received about the wooden structure in the garden behind the Ickleton Lion. The retrospective 

planning application submitted was still under consideration and a decision was unlikely before mid-October. 

As the Parish Council had ensured that the correct planning procedures were followed, this item could be 

removed from the agenda.  

112/18. Clerk's resignation on health grounds. SW reported that two individuals had now come forward. She would 

speak to them both with a view to arranging for them to attend for interview. SW,TS and SC would meet with the 

candidates. Some thought needed to be given to updating the contract of employment and the Clerk would contact 

CAPALC for advice. The successful candidate would need to have storage space for the filing cabinets holding 

historical paperwork although a fair amount of this was probably redundant. Consideration of a suitable laptop for 

the new Clerk was also a priority. As the speed sign software could only work on a PC, it would be preferable if this 

model could be purchased.            Action:SW, SC,TS, Clerk 

134/18 Rural Crime. The Chairman reported that she was still waiting for confirmation of the date of a meeting to 

be held at Parkside between the Chief Inspector, Cllr. McDonald and herself to discuss our concerns. She was also 

due to have a follow-up meeting with Emma Hilton to discuss the next steps. In the meantime, rural crime 

continued at an alarming rate with hare coursing remaining a major concern. On a more positive note, awareness of 

this problem was being fostered by the engagement of Farmers' Weekly in this campaign.     Action:SW 

137/16 Temporary pub sign on the corner of Coploe Road and Abbey Street. This, and two other signs, had been 

removed. However, one sign remained there and the Clerk would ask the Contractor to remove this. Action:Clerk 

171/18 Traffic issues  

Items brought forward by the Traffic Sub-Committee. 

1. Local Highways Improvement Scheme 2016-17: (Minute 205/15). 

i. Village Speedwatch Team. This was working well and another 247 letters would be sent out by the Police. 

 ii. Vehicle-activated speed sign. This was now in situ and data gathered supported information gathered 

previously. Some 4,000 vehicles were now passing through the Village each day. A request from Duxford 

Parish Council for access to our data was approved. TS reported that the equipment had required technical 

expertise to get it up and running and he intended to approach a member of the Speedwatch team to provide 

ongoing support. He reminded Councillors that there was an obligation to move the equipment to a different 

site every month. Although it required a step ladder to reach the sign, the equipment was easy to move and it 

was anticipated that it would provide useful support to our attempts to get something done to alleviate 

rat-running through the Village..              Action:TS, SC. 

2. Roundel signs on Brookhampton and Abbey Streets. As there was still no action on the part of CCC, SC had 

contacted Cllr. Topping who had agreed to chase this up with Derek Vatcher of CCC Highways. SW remarked 

that white lines around the Village also needed attention. TS advised that the optimal time to submit a request 

was the end of March when there was usually funding available for such projects.      Action:SC  

3.Local Highways Improvement Funding 2019/20. TS reported that nothing had been heard to date concerning 

our bid for speed cushions on Frogge Street. 

4. Flexible plastic blades at Cemetery Corner and on Butchers Hill. TP had circulated information in support of his 

suggestion that installing these might prove to be an effective traffic calming measure where the road narrowed at 

Cemetery Corner and on Butchers Hill. He reported that the blades were reasonably priced and fairly easy to install. 
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TP agreed to get an estimate of costs and then to investigate whether it would be a viable option for the new 

Privately Funded Highways Improvement Scheme.         Action: TP 

4. Rat running It was agreed that the speed data collected supported our concerns about the present volume of traffic 

through Ickleton and it would be very difficult to cope with the increased loadswhich could be expected if large 

planning applications in the area were approved. SW reported on a suggestion that traffic speed could be reduced by 

changing priorities at the end of Abbey Street to give right of way to Grange Road traffic. She also commented on an 

increase in traffic trying to avoid Ickleton traffic congestion by using the concrete track which came out on Coploe 

Road. She would speak to Lewis Duke about this since locking a couple of farm gates might be sufficient to prevent 

this route being used. It was noted that Cllr. Topping had suggested a meeting of local residents either as part of a 

Parish Council meeting or with representatives on a separate occasion. It was agreed that the latter was preferable 

            Action: SW,TS 

172/18 Youth Representation. None. 

173/18 Reports from District and County Councillors. Cllr.Topping's report is attached as Appendix A.  

174/18 Correspondence received Nothing to report that was not covered elsewhere on the Agenda. 

175/18 Planning information received from SCDC  
1 Planning application   

S/3183/18/FL Temporary Building for Office Accommodation, Abbey Barns, Duxford Road, Ickleton 

(Martin Bond, Team Consulting Ltd.)             Decision: Support 

2 APP/W0530/W/18/3200033. Confirmation of receipt of our representation to object to the application for a 

new dwelling and associated alterations at the Old Vicarage. Butchers Hill.  No further comment to be 

made. 

David Lilley left the meeting. 

3.Planning Application approved. 

Although no formal information had been received, the following application was shown on the SCDC website 

as having been approved on 20 August 2018: 
S/1726/18/FL Demolition of garage and construction of single storey side and rear extensions. 30 Butchers 

Hill (Mr P Grant).   

3. Tree works subject to a Tree Preservation order or situated within a Conservation Area.  

i. S/3312/18/TC. T1 &2 Prune and shape holly trees to appropriate height; T3 Lawson cypress x2 

Reduce height by 3m. and prune back from shrubs. 1 Abbey Street (Jos Flitton)  

ii S/3292/18/TC Reduce walnut overall by 2.5m. 7 Brookhampton Street (Mr Smith)    

iii. S/3286/18/TC Tree A: Eucalyptus- reduce height by 15 ft due to instability of tree, risk to 

neighbour's property and interference with telephone lines. Tree B: Silver Birch- crown/height 

reduction by 20ft. to reduce instability of tree, risk to neighbour's property and garden shed. 37, Frogge 

Street (Mrs Ward).  

176/18 Reports from Councillors 

LG was concerned that this weekend's Duxford Air shows were completely sold out with an inevitable and 

severe shortage of parking. SW would find out whether any adjacent fields were being made available for this 

purpose.                                                                                         Action:SW 

PS reported that Network Rail had installed telephones on both sides of the Mill Lane level crossing to improve 

safety for pedestrians. LD would follow up on the protocol for trains approaching the crossing.   Action:LD 

177/18 Finance 
i. Payments made to: T Pavelin (Emptying Litter Bins) £100; Kompan(play equipment) £50,403.20.  

ii. Money received: Icene advertising £30; SCDC (2nd precept payment) £12,250. 

iii. Bank Balances as at 21 September 2018.   Community Account  £12,353                                                      

      Business Premium Account     £25,886.52 

iv.Remembrance Day Wreath. It was agreed to make a donation of £100 to the British Legion to cover the cost of 

a wreath and with the balance as a donation. 

178/18 Cemetery/ Chapel – Condition to be kept under Review.  

 Cemetery Chapel: internal plaster repairs. TS would chase the preferred contractor    Action: TS 

179/18 Recreation Field and Recreation Area.  
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 1.Update: play area refurbishment project. LD reported that installation of the two new pieces of equipment in 

the Play Area was complete. She had complained to the contractors about how the grass had been laid and a 

representative had visited that day. It was agreed that the rest of the Play Area was in urgent need of a general 

"spruce up" but it was proving difficult to find a convenient date when volunteers would be available to help. 

SW would get quotes for this, to include clearing the area behind the barn, and the removal of redundant 

fencing. Lucy, Katie Owen and other Sizzlers were again congratulated on the fantastic job they had done in 

raising such a significant sum and were thanked for all the effort involved to achieve this.   Action: SW 

180/18 Churchyard. Nothing to report. 
181/18 SCDC Planning Meeting, 19 September 2018. Planning issues in the southern part of South Cambs. 

TS. reported:  

i. That SCDC' was focusing on three drivers for future development, namely: 

 The Cambridge/Milton Keynes/Oxford axis. 

 the London/Stansted/Cambridge corridor 

 the Cambridge to NorwichTech corridor. 

ii the Cambridge/Peterborough Economic Review had been published the previous week. 

iii SCDC would start a year-long study of the A505 before the end of 2018 and once mayoral assent had been given. 

The study would include the possibility of a fully functioning M11. Junction 9 with four slip roads. 

iv.The SmithsonHill appeal was unlikely to be heard until next summer .The UDC Local Plan was unlikely to go  

to a public enquiry before late spring although UDC thought it would be earlier. 

V. North Uttlesford Garden Community. SCDC's concerns had focused on transport and landscape issues. 

v. SCDC was appointing landscaping consultants to assess the cumulative effect of planning proposals in the 

pipeline. 

vi. SCDC has asked us to submit traffic data as it becomes available. 

vii. SCDC has challenged the Wellcome Trust Genome Centre as why the proposed Campus expansion necessitates 

such a significant housing development. 

182/18 Request from the residents of 63, Abbey Street for Parish Council support for an application to CCC 

for posts to be installed in the verge adjacent to the property. Residents to meet the costs. Approved 

unanimously  

183/18 Pet Crematorium, Thriplow: complaint from local resident. The potential for noxious substances to 

reach Duxford Primary School was noted. 

184/18 Community Chest New criteria for award. Grass-roots projects that would benefit residents most in 

need. Individual submissions could be made but the scheme was no longer open to Parish Councils with more 

than 160 registered voters. 

185/18 Request from the Cambridge Buddhist Group to hold a full procession involving drums, 

dancing and flags around the Recreation Field at 10a.m. on 17 November. Approved unanimously. 

186/18 Joint Minerals and Local Waste Local Plan: Submitted Sites. Invitation to comment. Closing date 

31 October 2018. It was agreed not to submit a response.  
187/18 Adjournment for questions from members of the public. None.  

188/18 Date and time of next Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 17th October at 19h.30.  
       

The meeting closed at 22h.45 

 

 

Chairman 

 

Date 



County Councillor report to Ickleton Parish Council September 2018 
 
Roads in the village 
I met the new highways manager, Denis, who has replaced Evan at the highways depot covering this 
area. I have asked him to get on with repairing the road at Butchers Hill. We will be meeting again in 
early October for a site visit to the village so to prepare for that can I invite the parish council to run 
through a list of road and drain issues collated for me to raise with him when we meet. If a parish 
council representative wanted to be there too that would be helpful.  
 
Please keep reporting potholes – the county council, in a recent news release, has said that 
“Cambridgeshire has become the ‘mother’ of three fiery ‘dragons’ as the campaign against potholes 
continues.  They will join the county’s first dragon patcher which since January, has made almost 
7,000 repairs to potholes and larger patches across Cambridgeshire. The machine is much more 
efficient, as it can repair up to 150 potholes a day and is faster and quieter than traditional methods. 
 
Planning - Local Plan 
After four years, the Planning Inspector has judged "sound" the joint local plan put in by South 
cambs and City of Cambridge way back in 2014. This Plan sets out where houses should be built over 
the 2020s and into the 2030s, and against which any big planning application is assessed. This does 
matter because without a Local Plan there is a free for all of development. 
 
What does this mean for Ickleton? 
The new Local Plan makes provision for over 30,000 houses to be built through the next 15 years 
across South Cambs, mainly on big new sites such as Waterbeach. There is SPACE on these sites 
for over 40,000 houses. So there is no strong argument for FURTHER sites to be put forward over 
the next few years, even though the developers will be very keen that such sites are put forward 
round here in 2019 when there is a mini-review of the Local Plan. 
 
Given the complexity of a plan covering two high-growth economic areas, and the huge interest and 
challenge from developers keen to nibble into the Green Belt and build in and around Cambridge 
(mostly around) some might say that it isn't perhaps too surprising that it has taken longer than 
most Local Plans to get through the part-time Inspector's analysis. 
 
The Smithson-Hill planning appeal is likely to be next spring of 2019. This was for the agri-tech park 
plan down from the MacDonald’s roundabout which would add potentially 4,000 car journeys into 
the local mix. It was rejected at planning committee at South Cambs and I attended and spoke 
against it. 
 
I put in my objections to the Uttlesford plans for a large garden village at Gt Chesterford because 
there was nothing in the application that would alleviate the increased traffic here that the 
development would bring.  
 
I attended a County Council meeting where a proposal was being put forward for development on 
the green belt and I spoke against it and it will not be taken further – that was not in Ickleton but I 
raise this as a matter of general interest. It is clear that large landowners with land in and around the 
villages in the south of the county are still pressing for large scale development even though the 
Local Plan is in place. 
 
 
Oxford – Cambridge rail route  



The current situation: the government is due to announce by the end of the year the possible routes 
connecting Bedford to Cambridge by rail. This would happen in about ten years’ time, so not next 
year and unlikely before 2025.  The easiest route in terms of engineering, and therefore the 
cheapest, is a southern route from between below Sandy and coming in near Shepreth and Foxton. 
Another more expensive option, favoured by the pressure group CBBR, and others, is along the A428 
transport artery. There are pros and cons – the difference in cost would probably have to be met by 
offering significantly more house building in South Cambs, but a route through Cambourne would 
link up a lot of settlements and avoid the green space to the south of the district.  The CBBR are 
hosting an event with the Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership at Shepreth 
Village Hall on September 25 at 7.30pm. 
 
Broadband 
Cambridgeshire County Council has been awarded £4.15m funding from the government’s Rural 
Broadband Infrastructure Scheme to target remote rural businesses in areas where broadband 
services are not available. The funding will be used to extend the next phase of the fibre broadband 
rollout to the most rural parts of the county, supporting Connecting Cambridgeshire’s ambitious 
targets to exceed 99% superfast coverage across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough by the end of 
2020.  
 
Asylum seekers 
There has been an increase in the numbers of asylum seekers arriving in the county. This includes 
the Somali people picked up in Thriplow three weekends ago. The reason for the increase is not 
known, but it puts pressure on county services, especially where young people are involved.  
 
Proposed Police meeting 
Although the response I have had from the Chief Constable wasn’t hugely helpful, regarding recent 
issues of rural crime in the area, and the unlawful encampment at Thriplow, the sector inspector is 
offering a briefing with reps from local parish councils, but no date has been offered. The district 
council will be there too as many of these things are dealt with between the police and the councils. 
I was very pleased that parish councils wrote to the police about all this and the offer of a meeting is 
in part a response from the police to that pressure by parish councils. 
 
Peter Topping 
County councillor 
 


	Minutes19 September  2018
	ickleton 2018 sept

